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fa the very heart of science; tragedy to the
modern is not TU^?/, but a thing of cause and
effect, invariable antecedent and invariable con-
sequent. It is the presence of this tragic force
underlying action that gives to all Hugo's work
its lofty quality, its breadth, and generality, and
fills both it, and us who read, with pity and
gravity and an understanding awe.

The action is this. Cimonrdain had the young
Gauvain to train from his earliest childhood, and
the pupil grew up with the same rigid sense of
duty as the master, though temperament modified
its form. When the Eevolution came, Gauvain,
though a noble, took sides with the people, but
he was not of the same spirit as his teacher.
" The Eevolution/5 says Victor Hugo, " by the
side of youthful figures of giants, such as Danton,
Saint-Just, and Robespierre, has young ideal
figures, like Hoche and Marceau. Gauvain was
one of these figures" (ii. 34). Cimourdain has
himself named delegate from the Committee of
Public Safety to the expeditionary column of
which Gauvain is in command. The warmth of
affection between them was undiminished, but
difference in temperament bred difference in their